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About The Communicator and deadline submission dates —
The Communicator is a monthly publication of Collegiate United Methodist Church and Wesley
Foundation. The goal of The Communicator is to inform and involve people in the life and work of the
church. To submit articles, please email them to mail@cwames.org and put “Communicator” in the
subject line. If you have any questions, feel free to contact the church office at 515-292-6936.
November Communicator Deadline: October 20, 2021
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A Message from Pastor Mary

by Rev. Dr. Mary Lautzenhiser Bellon

love that shapes us
in ever new or
different ways. Here
at Collegiate UMC/
Wesley Foundation
we are in a season
of letting go and
making room: we
have let go of having
to be apart from one
another and now are
Every October I post this poem on my Facebook
worshiping together
page, because it really is my favorite from Robert
on Sunday mornings,
Frost. When you read this, I will be soon visiting my even while we
son in Maine and during part of my trip, I will be
continue to have a
traveling across the beautiful White Mountains of
digital worship
New Hampshire where Robert Frost spent much of experience that gathers about 50-60 people a
his life. What captures me in this poem is the sense week. We have let go of only meeting on Zoom, and
of attention to a time when change is happening.
have groups meeting in person and in hybrid ways
The poet invites us to see, hear, and feel the beauty using our OWLS . We have let go of fear, I think; fear
of those changes. Another photo I came across the that the COVID pandemic will keep us from
other day shares it this way:
spreading the Good News of God’s love in the
special way that Collegiate/Wesley has been given
to do that. We are creating opportunities to love
and serve as a gathered community, both through
our fellowship and into the world around us.
O hushed October morning mild,
Thy leaves have ripened to the fall;
Tomorrow’s wind, if it be wild,
Should waste them all…
O hushed October morning mild,
Begin the hours of this day slow…
Retard the sun with gentle mist;
Enchant the land with amethyst….
(Robert Frost, from October)

This October, we will celebrate the incredible,
amazing music ministry of Carl Bleyle on October 17
at the 11 o’clock service. On Oct. 3 we will
welcome our new Minister of Music Patrick Gagnon.
On October 10, our Assistant to the Bishop, Rev. Dr.
Lanette Plambeck will preach for us. On October 31,
we will begin a new sermon series on Jer. 29: 1014: “For surely I know the plans for you…”. It will be
an incredible month of worship, celebration, music,
preaching and generosity. I hope you will be with
us. Yes, it is lovely to let go and let God. Yes, it is
lovely to see the amethyst of October. And yes, it is
lovely to share these experiences together at
Collegiate/Wesley.
Doesn’t the fall remind us so beautifully of a time of
letting go of what needs to be released? And then,
of course, as we let go of those things in our lives,
we have space to anticipate what is arriving, what
God is doing with us in the ongoing creativity and

Faithfully, Pastor Mary
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Children, Youth & Family Information
by Lauren Loonsfoot: Director of Children, Youth & Families
Children and Youth Sunday School
Sunday school classes are off to a great start! Thank you to all of the children, youth and adults who are
making Sunday School a possibility at Collegiate Wesley.
During October the preschool class will continue learning about Joseph.
Kindergarten-5th grade will wrap up their rotation on the Good Samaritan on October 3rd. Starting October 10th they will begin their three week rotation on Joseph.
Our Middle School class is using the book Holy Troublemaker and Unconventional Saints for their class.
High School Sunday School is using the Connecting Faith and Justice curriculum.
All children preschool aged and up are welcome any time to Sunday School.
Masks are required for all.

Sunday School helpers needed!
Do you have a passion for helping our younger generations learn about the love of God? We are adding
more volunteers to our Sunday School team. We are in need of more volunteers for all of our Sunday
School classrooms. Whether you have one week a month or can commit more regularly we’d love for you
to join us. You can find the sign-up here.
Please pray about ways that your gifts can be used in our Children’s ministry areas. Contact Lauren
Loonsfoot for more information lauren@cwames.org

Youth Ministry Needs
Want to know the secret to staying young and living a fun and full life? Hang out with middle school and
high schoolers. You will laugh, maybe cry and definitely learn something new. We currently have a need
for additional help with the High School and Middle School Sunday School classes. We're looking to add
to our team of adult leaders to facilitate on Sunday mornings. If you're interested in learning more please
contact Lauren Loonsfoot lauren@cwames.org

Youth Group
Middle School youth will gather from
5:30-6:30 every other week.
October Schedule for Middle School
Youth Group: Oct. 3rd and 17th.
High School youth group will continue
to meet weekly on Sundays from 6:307:30 pm in the Youth room. Spirit of
the Garden Youth group Oct. 17th We will meet at our normal time
of 6:30 and drive to Reimen Gardens. We will be back at 8:30 pm.
Friday, Oct 29th Youth Group Night at Food at First– We’ll gather as
a group to volunteer at 5:00 pm during the 2nd shift of Food at First
on Oct. 29th Following we will head back to the church for dinner
and a movie. No Youth Group on October 31st.

Acolyte Sign-up
Acolyting is a fun and important way for children and youth to
participate in worship. We are in need of volunteers. You can
learn more about this important aspect of worship and find the
sign-up here.
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Adult Discipleship

by Lindsay Drake: Director of Adult Discipleship

Fall Adult Sunday School Classes
Several of our adult Sunday school classes will be using the “I’ve Been
Meaning to Ask” sermon series questions to guide their conversation
this fall. All groups are open for new members! Check out a class this
week.
*Spiritual Formation: Pine Room
M&M: Fireside Room
Builders: South lawn (weather permitting)
*Hybrid option available

Forum Sunday school class has speakers who cover a range of topics, including local community and
charitable initiatives, candidate forums, and other matters of interest. This group meets in the Norman
room several times throughout the year. All are welcome to join.
Topics Include:
Oct. 3: School Board Candidates Forum
Oct. 10: City Council Candidates Forum
Nov. 7: Tim Gossett: Copyright 101
Dec. 8: Bob Bourne: Streamliner Trains Across Iowa
Faith Journeys Class
Participants receive a short lesson via email on Friday. Within a few days they use the “Reply to all” option
to share personal news and thoughts about the Bible passage(s). We are currently studying lessons about
prayer and action found in the Bible section called Acts and Letters. Newcomers are welcome. Contact
Mary Jean Baker at bakerallan14@gmail.com or 515-296-0481.
I’ve Been Meaning To Ask Small Group
The fall sermon series, I’ve Been Meaning to Ask, provides us the opportunity to ask questions and get to
know one another better. Join with others for conversation every other Tuesday night (Oct 12th and 26th)
at 7:00 via zoom. No prep needed. Come as you are! Sign up today. https://cwames.churchcenter.com/
groups/digital-small-groups/i-ve-been-meaning-to-ask-tuesday-pm-group

New Member Gathering
Are you interested in becoming a member of Collegiate UMC/Wesley Foundation? Do you want to know
more about the church? We have two new member sessions in October. Choose the time that works best
for you. Oct 17th at 5:00pm on Zoom or Oct 24th at 10:00 in person. Sign up today! https://
cwames.churchcenter.com/groups/membership-classes/new-member-gathering
Contact Lindsay Drake (lindsay@cwames.org) with any questions.

Save the Date: Homecoming Parade!
Join Collegiate Wesley at the ISU Homecoming Parade on Sunday, Oct. 17th. The parade will be downtown at 2:00 pm. We will share more details as they become available to us. We’ll wear our God is Proud
of you shirts, hand out a fun swag item and show our support to the community.
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Coming up in Worship

Outdoor Worship
Join us for the last outdoor worship of the season on October 3rd at 9:00 on the South Lawn. Bring a lawn
chair. Regular worship will be held in the sanctuary for the 11:00 service.

Welcome to Mr. Patrick Gagnon October 3rd
Join us on October 3rd, either at the outdoor service at 9am or at the indoor 11am service to welcome our
new Minister of Music, Mr. Patrick Gagnon. Patrick will play at both services and will be doing a duet with
Lindsay Drake at the outdoor service. The choir and the bells will perform at the 11:00 service. Please
come and join us in welcoming Patrick to Collegiate!

Recognition Service for Dr. Carl Bleyle October 17th, 11am
Please join us for a time of recognizing the amazing music ministry of
Dr. Carl Bleyle at our 11:00 service on October 17. We will have the
Chancel Choir, special music, the Bell Choir, special tributes and a
wonderful celebration for the enduring work and legacy of Dr. Bleyle
here at Collegiate United Methodist Church and Wesley Foundation.
We will have some video from former pastors sharing with us how the
ministry of Dr. Bleyle impacted them and the church. Because of
COVID restrictions we could not have a reception with food, but please
be on hand to thank Carl personally for his work among us. On behalf
of all the leadership of the church, we hope you will join with us in this special time of recognition for
Carl’s service among us.
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Opportunities to Serve
Worship Welcome Team! WE NEED YOU!
Now that we are back to worshiping in person, it is time to welcome members and guests back with the
radical hospitality that Collegiate/Wesley has been known for. Because worship will look different than
before, your ministry clusters have worked hard to create a new Worship Welcome Team to help people
feel supported and welcomed when they enter the church parking lot, find their seats in the sanctuary
and go forth back into the world. This new team is vital to opening up well.
We need a minimum of 10 people to fill the Worship Welcome Team roles for each service every single
week. By popular demand, we will be offering a second Worship Welcome Team training. Those
interested in welcoming people into our space are invited to learn about the new team. This training will
take place on Sunday, October 17th following worship. Meet inside the west doors.
If you are interested in being a part of this team, sign up here (https://cwames.churchcenter.com/
groups/worship-support/worship-support-general-sign-up).
If you are ready to sign up for a Sunday, use this sign up https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60B044EA4A82AA7F58-worship.
Contact Lindsay Drake with any questions. Thank you for making Collegiate/Wesley an incredible place
to be!

Lunch on the Landing
We have a wonderful opportunity on Sundays during the
school year to provide a meal to college students that join us
for worship at Collegiate Wesley. We are looking for hosts for
the upcoming school year to provide a meal for approx. 15-20
students after the 11:00 a.m. worship service.
We will be serving to meal to go in reusable containers.
It is fun to signup with a friend, neighbor, or small group.
Please let me know if you have any questions. Sign-up here
Lunch on the Landing or contact Lauren Loonsfoot
lauren@cwames.org

How Can I Serve? Survey
It’s that time of year again when we work to find and
call leaders that help run the ministries of the
church. This is a great opportunity to serve the
church and community, along with a way to get to
know people more and make a difference. Please
take a moment to fill out the brief survey so we can
know what you feel called to. A member of the
nominations subcommittee or staff will be in contact
with you soon. How can I Serve ? Survey.
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Wesley News
Ways you can support the Wesley Campus
Ministry at Collegiate Wesley
•

Pray for students: for their health,
studies, friends, relationships, those
that may be missing home, those
searching for a place to connect. For
them to know they are loved.

•

Sponsor a meal for Lunch on the
Landing ($150/Sunday) or provide the
meal for the week.

•

Sponsor a student for the fall retreat.
$50/student

•

Say hello and help them feel
welcoming.

•

Write cards or letters of love for us to
distribute during finals week.

•

Contact Lauren Loonsfoot, Campus
minister lauren@cwames.org to learn
more.

Wesley students volunteering their time to read liturgy for worship,
serve as Sunday school helpers and participating in one of our
small groups., Dialogues on the Refugee Crisis.
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Church Council
Church Survey - Part 2
This is the second report on the outcomes of the Congregational Survey done in June.
The Congregational Survey included a section on Core Values. The purpose was to identify what the
members of the Collegiate Wesley community believe are the most important values of CW. While all of
the values listed merited some recognition of significance five emerged as the Core Values.
Community - caring about and addressing the needs of others
Inclusive - intentionally welcoming all into the CW community
Preaching and Teaching - communicating God's Word to people
Giving - providing a portion of one’s finances to support the ministry
Encouragement - giving hope to people who need some hope
Two other values - creativity and innovation - were designated as aspirational values which should shape
our future responses to the Core Values.
The Strategic Planning Retreat in July drew together the members of the Church Council, leaders of the
Ministry Council Clusters, leaders of the Administrative Council Committees, and Pastor Mary Bellon.
Following discussion of the Core Values, our Picture and our Purpose, the attendees proposed three goals
for the near future (through 2022) and brainstormed possible actions to achieve each of them. The goals
are
To develop and formalize a Connection Plan to connect with individuals who are new to the
congregation.
To increase our Engagement with the Campus Community, including our Campus Town neighborhood.
To encourage Intentional Faith Development of CW members. This will bring greater awareness to
how individuals may progress along their personal discipleship pathways.
Each goal includes elements of the four parts of CW’s purpose - invite, experience, grow and serve.
During the remainder of 2021 these goals will be given structure, timelines, and resource budgets by the
clusters, committees, and CW staff. Church Council will approve the final results as our Strategic Plan.
Ministries Council will discuss action plans and responsibilities in October.

Update from C/W Tactical Team
The Collegiate Wesley Tactical Team met on September 20 and reviewed the status of Covid19 in Ames
and the surrounding counties. The committee decided that there is no current need to establish a threshold of positivity that would trigger a return to digital only worship.
The policy of masking while inside all CW buildings will be continued until further notice. The policy of no
food or drink will also be continued. These actions are keeping our Collegiate Wesley community members safe while allowing us to gather together to share worship and fellowship. They protect those who
are too young to be vaccinated and those with immunocompromised health issues. They also reduce the
chances that our vaccinated members will contract a breakthrough infection. Jesus said, “If you have
done it to the least of my people, you have done it unto me.” Masking is our way to care for all of God’s
people.
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Worship and Ames Pride Chalk the Walk Pictures
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Trustees/Building

by Doug Warren, Facilities Superintendent

This month's article focuses on a project that is not yet completed. When we set out on our project to
refresh Wesley Hall, it had many parts, including LED lighting upgrades, painting, a new coat closet, and
redoing the woodwork. While we have made a lot of progress, one area that we are still needing help on
is the woodwork. Our deadline of October 16th to get all the woodwork sanded and refinished is quickly
approaching. With the help of people like you, we can accomplish this goal. We are looking for help with
stripping, sanding, staining, sealing, and cleaning up. If this interests you, please email me
at doug@cwames.org so we can set up groups or times. Thank You!
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Our Prayers
Prayers of Thanksgiving:
•
•
•
•

that the church staff has remained healthy
for our Sunday School teachers, leaders and participants.
for Jill, Brian, Tyler, Sean, Zach and Dylan Brand for providing lunch on the
landing Sunday for our Wesley college students.
huge thanks for the GREAT crew at Food at First on 9/24 – Dean Phillips, Dee
Dreeszen, Bev Kruempel, Mary Ann & Paul Lundy, Betty & Tom Barton, Marjory
Howe, Chris & Erik Anderson, Stephanie Hamilton, and Janelle Keltgen. ~ Betty
Barton

Prayers of Concern:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

for Maeann Unser, who is recovering from surgery
for Carl Arbuckle, for next steps in his treatment
for Darra Johnson, who is preparing for surgery
for Henrietta Klarenbeek, who is recovering from surgery
Prayers for Michael Bowman and his family on the death of his mother-in-law Helen Marie Allee, 102,
of Ames Iowa.
for those who are suffering from mental/physical pain.
pray that Carl's procedures go well. ~ Annie Arbuckle
for my family following my cousin's death from Covid. ~ Donna Niday
for our granddaughter Maddie, senior at Ankeny High School, who just lost her mother Nancy Weber
this past week, due to a stroke and hemorrhage in the brain. ~ Eldon & Jeannie Weber
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Worship at Collegiate/Wesley

Worship Schedule:
8:00 am Digital Worship
In person Worship at 9:00 and 11:00 am

Sermon Series: I’ve been Meaning to ask…
Oct 3rd: Where does it hurt?- World Communion Sunday
October 10: What do you need? Guest Preacher, Lanette Plambeck
October 17: What do you need? Carl Bleyle Retirement celebration Sunday
October 24: Where do we go from here?
New Sermon Series: A Future of Hope will start on October 31st.
As a reminder masks are required in the building at all times. This is in an effort to help protect those
that have been unable to make the choice to get vaccinated yet due to their age or health.

Helpful links:
For digital worship you can "tune in" on our Facebook page at 8:00 am to watch live.
You can also view a recording of outdoor worship and our digital worship anytime on our Youtube channel
or Digital Worship Page
Whichever way you worship, we would love for you to fill out the check in form on our website so we can
do our best to stay connected. You can also share your prayer requests and give at that link.
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Volunteer Opportunities
Clothing That Works is open to the public. Clothing That Works helps any adult in
need of clothing for everyday life.
CTW is taking donations on Wednesdays 2-5pm and the first Saturday of each
month, 9am-noon. In addition to clean usable adult clothing, CTW is in great need
of men’s athletic shoes, boots, bath towels, and blankets.
If you are interested in touring CTW please come by and check us out during the
open times. clothingthatworks@gmail.com.

Food at First Volunteer Opportunities
We have the opportunity to prepare and serve the daily meal for
Food at First on the fourth and fifth Friday of the month. There are
two shift opportunities 2:30-5:30 AND/OR 5:00-7:30 pm. Coming
up we need your help to fill the October 22nd and 29th dates.
Early shift work only with others in the CUMC/WF family. Second
shift volunteers help package the meal, distributing the packaged
meals outside and clean-up. Please dress in layers as you will be
inside and outside for the second shift. This is a great opportunity
to build community, have fun, and serve others. Sign up here:
Food at First Volunteer

Donations Needed for the Little Food Pantry!!

Thank you to all who have contributed non-perishable items and
monetary donations to the Little Food Pantry. Because of you we
have been able to continue providing food and personal items to
those who need them most.
But items are needed to keep the Pantry supplied every day. Nonperishable donations are always welcome. Please place them in
the Little Food Pantry at any time or place them in the collection
tub in the west hallway.

Bring your items on communion Sundays to worship for our special
collection time.
Non-perishable suggested items include: Crackers; peanut butter; pasta; pasta sauce; bagged grains;
dried fruits; tuna; granola bars; canned vegetables; toothpaste; toothbrushes; deodorant; shampoo; soap;
Kleenex; toilet paper; paper towel; diapers and baby wipes. All must be in sealed/unopened packages.
Monetary donations can be made by sending a check to the church office with "Little Food Pantry” in the
memo line or go to the online giving page, choose “Other” under Missions and write Little Food Pantry in
the designated box.
Contact Marti Elston, melston8@gmail.com or 515-460-1694 with questions or if a different time for your
donation drop-off is needed. Thank you!
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Sending to Serve
ACESS Pennies 4 Change
We are excited for this year’s first annual Pennies 4 Change. Change Starts with Us!
OCTOBER 25-31, 2021
Domestic and sexual violence happens everyday and touches every corner of our
community. Most of us know someone who has been impacted by violence. By participating in this fundraiser, you are EMPOWERING victims and survivors of crime in
your community. ACCESS supports and advocates for victims of domestic violence,
sexual assault and other violent crimes. By working together, we can BE THE CHANGE our community
needs to end violence.
Donation link will be shared in the weekly email as soon as it is available for us.
Learn more about ACCESS here.

AMOS
Ames AMOS Forum With City Council Candidates at Collegiate/Wesley
On Monday evening October 18 at 7 p.m., please join us in Wesley Hall for a forum with the City Council
candidates. AMOS leaders will be asking questions of the candidates regarding affordable housing in
Ames. There will be a ZOOM option if you are unable to attend in person. Collegiate/Wesley is a member
of AMOS (A Mid Iowa Organizing Strategy) which is composed of 68 faith communities in central Iowa.
Courtney Dufford is the Lead Organizer for AMOS, and you may remember her wonderful sermon here this
last August. This is a great time to hear from the candidates for city council and to support our work for
affordable housing in Ames.

Community ID Card and Free Vaccine Clinic
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Covid-19 Emergency Fund for Story County Immigrants
Late September 2021
Dear Story County community:
Thank you for your support of the Covid-19 Emergency Fund for
Story County Immigrants since its inception back in March 2020.
Due to your generosity, we have raised an astonishing $362,138.68 in 18 months. These dollars, the volunteerism of our 24-person strong Allocation and Steering committees, and the tireless work of the St. Cecilia Business
Office, have enabled us to provide 889 rent and utility payments totaling $349,724.20 to 123 unduplicated immigrant households. What an accomplishment!
It is with mixed feelings that we write to share our decision to end the Covid-19 financial assistance component
of our Story County Immigrant Collaboration, effective December 31, 2021 (or when funds are exhausted). While
we know the pandemic is not yet over, we have seen decreased donations for some time. To a lesser extent, we
also have seen some decreases in applications for assistance. Susan Benner - one of our amazing, bilingual
caseworkers – shared the following:
As someone who is in direct contact with applicants to our Fund, I have been able to see the progress
applicants have made as they have been able to get back on their feet and off the Fund, and I don't
know that that progress has been obvious to those not as closely involved with the day-to-day activities.
So, I wanted all of us to recognize how incredibly helpful the Fund has been and how hard people have
worked to get OFF the Fund when they can. Over the course of the past year and a half I have had a case
load that totaled about 43 households. Of those 43 households, I now have just 16 left on the Fund.
The gratitude of those assisted is great. In fact, we have had numerous households offer to “repay” the community through volunteerism, by writing testimonials, and more. Households assisted have shared that the Immigrant Fund’s support made it possible to stay housed, to have dollars available to purchase food and medicine,
and much more.
At this time, we are planning for the end of our financial assistance work as follows:
Working to ensure each immigrant household we have worked with is connected with longstanding financial
assistance providers, including through the new “Centralized Intake System” housed at Story County
Community Services.
Collaborating with Good Neighbor Emergency Assistance. We are delighted to share we have reached an
agreement to ensure that any funds remaining can be earmarked and allocated to immigrant households
in Story County in 2022, using similar criteria as the Immigrant Fund.
Working with United Way of Story County to explore a pilot “interpreter fund” to ensure that immigrant households with limited English proficiency can still/more easily access needed emergency services.
Reconfiguring our Story County Immigrant Fund into an ongoing Story County Immigrant Collaboration, tasked
with advocacy. We welcome any/all to join us! Email story.immigrants.fund@gmail.com or amundel@uwstory.org .
Thank you again for your partnership throughout this unexpectedly-long pandemic. Together, we have been able
to help 123 immigrant households remain sheltered.
With appreciation,
The Covid-19 Emergency Fund for Story County Immigrants
P.S. Want to help us continue our work until December 2021? Tax-deductible donations are still very much needed and can be made to Covid-19 Immigrant Fund, c/o St. Cecilia, 2900 Hoover Avenue, Ames, IA 50010 or via
our dedicated GoFundMe.

17

You are Welcome Here!
Collegiate United Methodist Church and Wesley Foundation welcomes and affirms all persons
without regard to gender, ethnic background, sexual orientation, national origin, age,
physical or mental ability, marital status, economic condition, or anything else which
threatens to divide God’s family.

The purpose of C/W is to build an inclusive community that invites all people to
experience God’s unconditional love, grow in faith, and serve others.

2622 Lincoln Way
Ames IA 50014
www.cwames.org

