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About The Communicator and deadline submission dates —  

The Communicator is a monthly publication of Collegiate United Methodist Church 

and Wesley Foundation. The goal of The Communicator is to inform and involve 

people in the life and work of the church. To submit articles, please email them to 

mail@cwames.org and put “Communicator” in the subject line. If you have any 

questions, feel free to contact the church office at 515-292-6936.  

July Communicator Deadline: June 20, 2020  

Contact Us 

Phone: 515-292-6936 

Email: mail@cwames.org 

For more information, please visit 

our website:  

cwames.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/cwames 

Bulletin and Weekly 

Email Announcement 

Deadlines: 

Send Bulletin submissions to 

mail@cwames.org by NOON  on 

Wednesdays. Type Bulletin in  

the subject line. 

 

Send Weekly Email submissions to 

mail@cwames.org by NOON on 

Wednesdays. Type weekly email  

in the subject line. 
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A Letter from Pastor Denny by Pastor Denny Coon 

Dear Church,  

 

In the book, The Alchemist, the shepherd boy takes a long 

journey of discovery from Spain to Egypt.  He ends up at the 

Pyramids only to find out the real treasure he is looking for 

is located where he started, in an abandoned Spanish 

church where he first cared for his sheep.  Although he must 

return home for the reward, he is not discouraged about the 

long  journey because of the people and experiences on his 

way to Egypt.  

 

I’m sure I will find rewards in returning to retirement but I 

have also enjoyed our one year journey together.  Along the 

way we have experienced mixed feelings, probably including 

both frustration and gratitude if we are honest.  Sometimes these lie submerged in 

our conscience.  We need to be careful we don’t just collect the bad stuff and let it 

fester.  So, if at some point in the ministry I caused misunderstanding, I seek your 

forgiveness and I forgive you.  

 

June marks the last month of my appointment year with Collegiate/Wesley UMC.  I  

want to thank all of you for being good stewards of the church and for welcoming 

Patty and I into this faith community.  I will continue to pray for Collegiate/Wesley 

and your new pastor, Rev. Dr. Mary Lautzenhiser Bellon.  I know Mary is excited 

about this call to ministry.   

 

I also want to thank the staff for their support, kindness, and willingness to work 

together for the greater good.  It is not easy to go through so many changes, so 

blessings to them for continuing to focus on God’s reign.  Finally, blessings to the 

membership for your continued support of Collegiate/Wesley UMC.  Through thick 

and thin you have remained faithful witnesses to goodness, mercy, and love.  

These are the true treasures and where your treasure is, there also will be your 

heart.   

 

Peace, 

Pastor Denny  

 



We have all been enlightened by Rev. Bob Farr’s contributions to 

the Communicator over the years.  Three months prior to his 

death, Bob asked me if he could preach one more time in June.  I 

told him “of course” and if he needed to stay in his chair we could 

work it out, along with amplifying his voice.  I encouraged him to 

be thinking about what he might say and he replied, “Oh, I’ve 

already thought about that.”  We both laughed.  He never 

completed the sermon he wanted to preach, but with Helen’s 

permission and help, I will follow through on my commitment to 

him and read from some of his other sermons and writings on Sunday, June 21 in 

place of my sermon.  May grace abound as his words continue to encourage and 

strengthen us for the journey.   
 

Pastor Denny  

In Loving Memory of Rev. Bob Farr 

Adult Discipleship 
 by Lindsay Drake: Director of Adult Discipleship 

Collegiate/Wesley Cares 

Your Reaching and Receiving Cluster has been dreaming up ways to say to our 

community and essential workers that Collegiate/Wesley Cares.  During this time of 

social distancing, each person will be encouraged to reach out to people to thank 

them and say that we care about them.  A flyer has been created for you to use, as 

well as a hashtag to share on social media.   You are able to print this flyer, write a 

note of thanks on the back to say that Collegiate/Wesley cares and appreciates 

their hard work. Don’t forget to take a picture and share on social media using the 

hashtag #cwcares. This is a fun way to say thank you together while being apart! 
 

Check the weekly email to see who we will be thanking each week. 
 

Click here for the CW Cares Flyer 

 

Join a Digital Small Group in June! 

Use John Wesley’s 21 questions to lead you and keep you focused on God in June.  

This group will receive daily emails for personal reflection and join together weekly 

for a group discussion via Zoom on Wednesday evenings at 7:00.  This group 

begins June 1st, with the first Zoom meeting on June 10th.  Sign up today at 

(https://cwames.churchcenter.com/groups/digital-small-groups/digital-small-

group).  Contact Lindsay Drake (lindsay@cwames.org) with questions.   

 

Digital Connection Cards 

Don’t forget to check in for worship using our digital connection card!  We love 

being able to connect with you after worship each week.  It is also a great way to 

stay connected through our prayer life.  You can always find the connection cards 

on our digital worship page on the website.  https://cwames.org/worship/digital/.  

Thanks for staying connected during this time of separation.  We love and miss 

you! 
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https://cwames.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Copy-of-Thank-you-for-all-you-do.pdf
https://cwames.churchcenter.com/groups/digital-small-groups/digital-small-group
https://cwames.churchcenter.com/groups/digital-small-groups/digital-small-group
mailto:lindsay@cwames.org
https://cwames.org/worship/digital/
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Children, Youth & Family Information 
 by Lauren Loonsfoot: Director of Children, Youth & Families 

I asked my Facebook friends to share one word that described how they are feel-

ing right now. I received over 70 answers that question. The two words that were 

most used were exhausted and drained. I prayed over each person that responded 

embracing there word during the prayer and released it then to God. During this 

time I am searching for hope, longing for encouragement and reaching for 

strength. I want you to know that you are not alone. You are loved, you are a bless-

ing.  You are seen, you are heard. Your feelings and emotions are not unnoticed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When I’m unable to find the word I look for them from others. Thank you to the 

ministry of Enfleshed for sharing the words below.  

 



Bible Sponsorships 
 

How many of you have a bible at home that you love? How many of you remember 

a bible being in your home when you were a child? How many of you remember 

that bible being a children’s 

bible? Cokesbury released 

a new children's bible this 

year called Celebrate 

Wonder.  This new 

Celebrate Wonder edition 

includes new introductory 

pages that inspire wonder 

and curiosity in children to 

learn more about the Bible. 

I’m looking for 35 sponsors 

at $20/bible to help me get one of these new bibles into the homes of our families 

with younger children. If you’d be willing to sponsor a new bible for a Collegiate 

Wesley family please email me lauren@cwames.org  

Snack Break  
This is a season of trying new things! I hope you’ll invite your children to take a 

snack break on Wednesday mornings every other week. I’ll be reading a story 

while they enjoy a snack and then we will have a short game or activity. I know 

that our children miss one another. This will give them the opportunity to socialize 

with their church friends as well as connect about the weekly materials. Thank 

you for trying new things with us! 
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mailto:lauren@cwames.org
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Congratulations High School Graduates 
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We hope you feel the love, prayers and encouragement as your next journeys 

begin. We are praying for you and are so proud of you all! Go change the world! 

- Lauren  
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Sending to Serve 

COVID-19 Emergency Fund for Story County Immigrants 

  

At the beginning of April, a COVID-19 Emergency Fund for Story County Immigrants 

was initiated. I wanted to provide an update from the previous article in the May 

Communicator. 

 

As of May 13, 185 individuals and institutions have donated over $55,810 to the 

fund, with over $28,997 allocated.  There have been 57 unique households 

helped once and 29 households have been helped two or more times.  Therefore, 

assistance has been provided a total of 86 times.  The initial maximum distribution 

of $300 per applicant is being increased to $500.   Assistance is limited to paying 

housing costs and utilities.   

 

Thanks to United Way of Story County for convening a group of partners (AMOS 

Ames Institutions, ARIA, ASIP) to provide our immigrant neighbors with emergency 

assistance.   

 

Ongoing donations are appreciated and the need is great and will be continuing for 

months. Checks should be made out to St. Cecilia Church.  Please note COVID-19 

Emergency Fund for Immigrants in the memo.   St Cecilia Church will automatically 

send contributors a letter of confirmation of giving for tax deduction purposes. 

Checks can be mailed to: 

St. Cecilia Church 

Attn:   COVID-19 Fund for Immigrants 

2900 Hoover Avenue 

Ames, Iowa 50010 

 

If you know of an immigrant to refer, applications can be found on St. Cecilia’s 

website  https://www.stceciliaparish.org/covid-19-fund-do-you-need-assistance-

can-you-help/ 

https://www.stceciliaparish.org/covid-19-fund-do-you-need-assistance-can-you-help/
https://www.stceciliaparish.org/covid-19-fund-do-you-need-assistance-can-you-help/


Volunteer Opportunities 

Sign up to Help with Food at First 

YES!! Food at First is open for business 

every day. 
 

All dinners are now Grab-N-Go. Only 

volunteers are allowed inside the building. 

FAF needs more volunteers. 
 

Collegiate/Wesley continues to volunteer on 

the 4th & 5th Friday every month. Our next 

dates to volunteer: June 26, July 24, and 

31, and August 28. 
 

To help prep and serve the meal, sign up for 

a two hour shift at (2:30-5:00 pm or 5:00-

6:30 pm) on the 4th & 5th Fridays. Check 

the Thursday email for new sign-up 

information. 

11 

Clothing That Works 

CTW is closed to clients and donations right now. 

 

New hours once CTW is open again: 

Wednesdays, 2-5pm 

First Saturday of the month, 9am-Noon 
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Wesley Center Student Graduates 

We are so proud of our graduates who finished their college career in the midst of a 

pandemic. They are off to do amazing and world-changing things and we invite you to 

pray for them and welcome them to the Wesley Alumni club!  



13 

A Message from Pastor Mary 
                                                                         by Rev. Dr. Mary Lautzenhiser Bellon 

 

I look forward to seeing you soon in July and I send you this poem 

to think of all the things we turn over in our lives as we take the 

journey through its many landscapes and seasons: 

 

 

 

 

A Poem of Turning 

 

Let me turn something over 

in the heart of God, 

let me turn over, 

this rock, this stone, 

let me turn it over to hear 

the language hidden beneath 

the words strewn carelessly in the day. 

 

Let me turn over the log 

where the bright blue mushrooms 

signal the wet evening 

to meet its shaded hope; 

let me turn over the places 

where life hides deep in the ground. 

 

Let me turn over the moment 

when the mute swans strung their 

wide willowing wings across the  

thin ribbons of left-over clouds, 

the wisps of what had been bundled 

into the shapes of afternoon imagination. 

 

Let me turn over the heart 

that beat its kindness like a silver drum 

dropping coins into a pauper hat. 

Let me turn over the moment I knew 

this rising shine of light within 

burnt the rope that knotted my hands. 

 

Let me turn over something 

in the numinous, in the mystery, 

and let it be the heart of God. 

 

Pastor Mary 
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Prayers of Thanksgiving 

• For those who helped celebrate Avis Schroder's birthday. (Steve and Megan 

Schroeder) 

• For the sale of Greg's mom's house. She has moved to Ames. (Cathy Halverson) 

• For the helpers, big and small. 

• Thank you to our church family for prayers, meals, and cards. Thank you also to 

Pastor Denny for the wonderful job he did at our interment service on Saturday.  

(Helen Farr) 

• A prayer of gratitude for your on-line church this morning. It was perfect and just 

what I needed. Thanks to all!  (Joani Hollingsworth) 

• Thank you to the members of Collegiate/Wesley for creating a welcoming, 

loving space for me during my time at Iowa State. I will greatly miss this family of 

faith after graduation.  (Katharine Rants) 

• Thank you to the church staff for all they are doing to keep us connected during 

the pandemic. Thank you as well for putting our health and safety first as they figure 

out when we might be able to worship in person again. 

• For a prayer answered—Jayde Henry was called back to full time job after a 

furlough. 

• For wonderful family (LaRue Clark) 

• Prayers and best wishes for all mothers. 

• For graduating seniors and all students, big and small. 

• For the hard working crew at Food at First on Friday, May 22nd: Dean Phillips, 

Marjy Howe, Mary Ann & Paul Lundy, Tom & Betty Barton, and Bud & Ginny Everett. 

• The change in medicine is controlling my cancer.  (LeAnn Meehan) 

• Congratulations to all our 2020 graduates! 
Prayers of Concern 

• For Emily Drapal Tanko, who is having surgery to repair bones and have a plate 

put in her wrist due to a fall. 

• That families can find positive experiences in living through the social 

distancing period. 

• For the Johnson and Farr families on the loss of loves ones when hugs from 

their church families are not available. 

• For Helen Farr and family on the loss of Bob. 

• For Elaine Johnson and family on the loss of John. 

• Prayer to help us identify people in need! 

• For the family of my cousin Nils, who died this past week. Although he had 

Down Syndrome, he lived to the ripe old age of 63 - probably because he was "loved 

like crazy". His ever present smile will be missed by all who crossed his path. 

(Barbara Munson) 

• Prayers for the team of expert scientists and epidemiologists who continue to 

work on both vaccine and treatment for the Covid-19 virus. As this work is 

Prayers 
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happening, pray for all people to be patient and continue to practice social 

distancing and stay home as much as possible. 

• Lindy Good requests prayer for a friend who has been hospitalized with double 

pneumonia. 

• Prayers for all who feel they are prisoners in their homes. 

• Eryn Shriver requests prayer for her father, Tom O'Hare, who is hospitalized in 

Hampton with back problems, and possibly in need of surgery. 

• Continued prayers for Jayde Henry, who is hoping for a miracle to walk again 

after an accident that left her in a wheelchair. 

• For Mary Rizzo upon the death of Frank on April 11.  

• For Allison Blythe, who is being treated for breast cancer. 

• Continued prayers for the Farr and Johnson families on their recent losses. 

• That we make the right decisions during these days of social distancing that 

will lead to a better world for the future. 

• For Barbara Munson's aunt, Faye Ellen, whose son Jerry died on May 26, 

following the April 28 death of her son Nils. 

We ‘re enjoying the opportunity to worship digitally with you!  

Sunday mornings at 10:00 am 

Here's what you need to know: 

You can "tune in" on our Facebook page at 10:00am to watch live. There are 

opportunities for you to comment and interact in real time with each other. 
 

• You can also go to our Facebook page anytime after that to view the video. 
 

• We will also be uploading the video to our website www.cwames.org as well as 

our YouTube channel. 
 

• Whichever way you worship, we would love for you to fill out the check in form 

on our website so we can do our best to stay connected. 
 

• To view a tutorial on how to connect on Sunday mornings you can view that 

here: Digital Worship Tutorial 
 

• Check the weekly email for the digital bulletin and notes about anything you 

may need to “bring” with you to worship. 

https://www.facebook.com/cwames/?ref=bookmarks
http://www.cwames.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpR8qya_MheoREhEao1mI_Q/featured
https://cwames.org/worship/digital/
https://www.facebook.com/cwames/videos/653567215409315/


You are Welcome Here! 

Collegiate United Methodist Church and Wesley Foundation welcomes and affirms 

all persons without regard to gender, ethnic background, sexual orientation, national 

origin, age, physical or mental ability, marital status, economic condition, or 

anything else which threatens to divide God’s family.  

The purpose of C/W is to build an inclusive community that invites all people to 

experience God’s unconditional love, grow in faith, and serve others. 

2622 Lincoln Way       

Ames IA 50014 

www.cwames.org 


