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About The Communicator
The Communicator is a monthly publication of Collegiate United 
Methodist Church and Wesley Foundation. The goal of The Communicator 
is to inform and involve people in the life and work of the church. To 
submit articles, please email them to tiffany@cwames.org and put 
“Communicator” in the subject line. If you have any questions feel free to 
contact Tiffany by email or at 292-6936. The deadline is the 20th of each 
month for the following month.

Photos contributed by Orville & Leah Berbano, Lauren Loonsfoot, and 
Amanda Winters. Thank you for your contributions!
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The week before my first Sunday at 
Collegiate/Wesley I spent seven days 
at Ring Lake Ranch, a spiritual retreat 
center in Wyoming. This area was once 
inhabited by the Sheep Eaters, also 
known as the Mountain Shoshone. 
These indigenous people roamed 
the high mountains of the Wind 
River Range hunting the abundant 
population of mountain sheep that 
provided the Shoshone with food and 
clothing.   
 
The property on which the ranch 
is located has an amazing number 
of 2500 year old petroglyphs left 
by the Shoshone. The image in the 
photo could be an owl, a turtle, or a hummingbird.  It could also be a 
combination of all three.  If you look closely you can see the character’s 
tail ending at a crack in the rock.  The cracks were important as they 
represented a point into the rock where the vision seeker would enter 
and have dreams which would be interpreted to give direction to the 
seeker and his people.  The vision seeker would then chip the image they 
saw in the dream on the rocks.  
 
In The Moral Imagination John Paul Lederach writes about the capacity 
to “imagine something rooted in the challenges of the real world yet 
capable of giving birth to that which does not yet exist.”  The Sheep Eaters 
went through quite a process to imagine their lives in ways they had not 
seen.  I am moved by their effort to see anew.  We are challenged in the 
church to imagine a way forward that does not yet exist.   
 
Can we imagine Collegiate/Wesley moving toward peace? Can we 
imagine Collegiate/Wesley being well enough to engage in life giving 
ministries while being an influence in the United Methodist Church for a 
new way forward?  I will be spending quiet time in the chapel on Friday 
mornings at 10:00 to 10:30 AM.  You are welcome to join me as we seek 
God’s guidance and imagine anew.  Come away with me to a quiet place, 
apart from the world with its frantic pace, to pray, reflect, and seek God’s 
grace.  

Pastor Denny 

A Letter from Pastor Denny
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Children, Youth and Family Information
Lauren Loonsfoot: Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministries 

& Associate Campus Minister

Back to School Care Packages
This year during our Intergenerational Local Service Trip we will be 
assembling back to school care packages for the Ames School Districts 
Schools. A way to let the staff know we are thinking about them and 
praying for the school year. We would love your help in making this 
possible. If you’re able to provide any donations please go to the sign-up 
here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054dafaa2ea0fb6-back

All items are needed by Wednesday, August 14 (packages will be 
assembled during our Local Mission 
Trip on August 17). Drop off items 
by Lauren Loonsfoot's office. Thank 
you for your support! 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
On Sunday, August 25th bring your 
backpack, briefcase, crossing guard 
vest or hair net for a special back 
to school blessing. Teachers, staff 
and students of all ages! We'll have 
a special Collegiate/Wesley gift 
for you as we start the 2019-2020 
academic year.
P.S. you can invite a friend to come 
with you and share the fun with! 

Mission Sunday 
Save the date! Join us Sunday, August 25th for Mission Sunday. Those 
that attended the service trip this summer will be sharing about their 
experiences in worship. Stockholder brunch for those that bought stock 
for the High School Service trip will follow worship in the Wesley Hall. 
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Middle School Service Trip 
This year, 5 middle 
schoolers and 2 adults 
traveled to Minneapolis/
Saint Paul for a four 
day service experience. 
While there, they spent 
time At Feed My Starving 
Children packaging meals 
for around the world. 
They made 8 tie blankets 
for Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace. They sorted 
school supplies and 
books for Kids in Need 
Minnesota. They sorted and packed donated food for Neighbors Inc. and 
they packaged boxes of carrots for the Second Harvest Heartland food 
bank! They were busy and did an amazing job making a difference in the 
Minneapolis/ Saint Paul area. Thank you for the prayers and donations to 
make the trip possible Collegiate Wesley! 

High School Service Trip 
This year 14 youth and 3 adults traveled to Wilmington, North Caroline to 
assist with Hurricane Florence disaster response. While in Wilmington the 
team worked at two homes of local residents. While at one of the homes 
the team built outdoor steps and a railing, attached trim and completed 
other tasks to help finish the homes’ updates post hurricane. The other 

team helped demo a bathroom 
and restore/add the subflooring in 
other rooms of the home. While 
there, the team learned that one of 
the homeowners spent 3 months 
in a homeless shelter after the 
hurricane while half of his home 
was being worked on. We learned 
that there are still families that are 
looking to get on the lists for their 
home to be fixed. We worked hard, 
learned more about each other 
and the Wilmington area, and had 
fun. Thank you for your continued 
support and prayers.
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Intergenerational Local Service Trip: 
A Day of Service August 17-18
This unique, intergenerational hands-on mission experience will be 
right here in Ames and will include team building activities, devotionals, 
worship and making new friends.
 
Teams will be sent out across town to serve in a variety of ways. Mission 
experiences may include service opportunities such as meal preparation 
and serving, food sorting or packing, cleaning and dog walking at the 
animal shelter, nursing home visits, playing games with individuals with 
intellectual disabilities, cookie baking for local emergency responders and 
police, midnight random acts of kindness, letter writing, public school 
goody basket making and crafting. 

There will be projects for all ages and abilities, and everyone is invited 
to participate. We'll start Saturday, August 17th beginning at 9 a.m. 
and will conclude with morning worship on Sunday, August 18, 8 a.m. 
You’re invited to spend the night at the church, as we’ll have activities 
throughout the night. Dinner on Saturday and Breakfast on Sunday will be 
provided. Please bring a sack lunch with you for Saturday. 

The cost is $10 for individuals or $40 maximum for a family. Children 
under 12 will need an adult chaperone to attend with them. Everyone 
is welcome to spend the night at the church for the experience but it is 
not required to participate. If you are interested in joining us for any part 
of the local service trip, please email lauren@cwames.org or amanda@
cwames.org.  Come and serve; do your part to change the world.

You can sign-up here: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScWoR
PSVfFGe7iyXQPZvbAJrRPYlfdTw1dXnrdR5kjjhi9xHw/viewform

Thank you Stockholders! 
Thank you so much to all of the 75 individuals/households that purchased 
stock for the High School Service Trip! Your donations were greatly 
appreciated and made our trip possible. 
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Sunday School Helpers and Leaders needed
Sunday School helpers needed! Do you have a passion for Art, Games or 
helping our younger generations learn about the love of God? We are 
adding more volunteers to our team. We're adding more rotation leaders 
(teaching a specific class like art, games and cooking) and Shepherds 
(those that rotate with a particular age group to the different classes each 
week). We’re also in need of extra help in the Preschool Sunday School 
room and the 2 and 3 year old Sunday School room. Please pray about 
ways that your gifts can be used in our Children’s ministry areas. Contact 
Lauren Loonsfoot for more information lauren@cwames.org.

Youth Ministry Needs
We currently have a need for additional help with the High School 
Sunday School Class. We're looking to add to our team of adult leaders to 
facilitate on Sunday mornings. If you're interested in learning more please 
contact Lauren Loonsfoot lauren@cwames.org.

Camp Scholarships
Thank you Collegiate Wesley for your donations and prayers for our 
summer campers. This year we had 19 adults/youth/children attend 
camp!  We hope that all of those that attended camp had a great 
experience and will go again next year!

Sunday School and Youth Group Save The Dates

Children and Youth Sunday School Kick- Off  
September 8th 9:45-10:45

Children and Youth Sunday School Classes Start 
September 15th 9:45-10:45

High School Youth Group 
September 8th 7pm-8:30pm

Middle School Youth Group 
September 11th 6:30pm-7:30pm 

Confirmation Class 
September 22nd 12:00pm-1:30pm
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Pop Donations for Taco Truck Kick-Off 
Help us show hospitality to the students that will attend the Wesley 
Center Taco Truck Kickoff during welcome week by providing a 12 count 
case or more of pop or canned water. Thank you for your donations! 
Sign-up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c4eaaab23a7fb6-
popand

Pop and Water Donations items can be dropped off by Lauren Loonsfoot’s 
office anytime before August 27th. 

Wesley Center Lunch on the Landing Hosts Needed
We have a wonderful opportunity on Sundays during the school year to 
provide a meal to college students that join us in worship at Collegiate 
Wesley. We are looking for hosts for the upcoming school year to provide 
a meal for approx. 20-25 students after the 11:00 a.m. worship service in 
the Student Lounge starting Sunday, September 15th. 

Hosts are committing to providing a main course and a side-dish or 
two for approximately 20-25 students. We have some students that 
are vegetarian which makes a vegetarian main dish extremely helpful. 
Desserts are great, but optional. It is fun to sign up with a friend, 
neighbor, or Sunday School Class. Please let me know if you have any 
questions. Sign up here Lunch on the Landing or contact Lauren Loonsfoot 
lauren@cwames.org.
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Save the dates!
Hospitality Training - August 28
Attention worship hospitality leaders.  All ushers, welcomers, greeters, 
acolytes, Snak Chat crew, and anyone else interested in welcoming guests 
and members into our space, this hospitality training is for you!  Our Iowa 
Conference Associate Congregational Excellence Ministers will be joining 
us to remind us of our purpose and connect us with each other. This is 
also your pastors’ and staffs’ way to say “thank you” for all of your hard 
work and commitment to this church.  Join on Wednesday, August 28th 
from 6:30-8:00.  A formal invitation is to follow.  Contact Lindsay Drake 
(lindsay@cwames.org) with questions.   

Fall Start Dates 
The beginning of our fall programing is only a few short weeks away.  
Please make note of the following dates in which we will be celebrating 
the return of our Sunday school classes and our regular programing.

Rally Sunday, September 8th
 

• Return to 2 worship services at 8:30 and 11:00
• Sunday School for All Ages begins from 9:45-10:45
• Welcome back BBQ from 10:45-1:00

Help make our Welcome Back BBQ a success.  
Sign up for shifts here: https://signup.com/go/nBXqxtK

NEW! Ministries Fair, Sunday, September 15th 
Learn all about the wonderful ministry opportunities 9:30-11:30.
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Ames Pridefest
Pridefest, held Sept 7th, is a great opportunity to connect with the com-
munity and have some fun.  Once again, Collegiate/Wesley is a sponsor 
of Pridefest and will have a booth throughout the entire day of festivities.  
We need you, your family, your friends and neighbors to help make our 
booth a success.  Sign up here (https://signup.com/go/nBXqxtK) to vol-
unteer at the booth.  Contact Lindsay Drake (lindsay@cwames.org) with 
questions.  

Get yours!

We still have shirts in various 
sizes.  You can come into the 
office or purchase them at 
https://cwames.org/shop/.
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Churches that advertise that their doors 
are never locked say something about their 
buildings. Not necessarily does it say anything 
about the persons who are the church. 

Are their hearts always open to others, or even 
one another? Without that the never locked 
doors are only an empty symbol.

I think about Collegiate/Wesley Foundation. 
For some time we have been an accepting, 
welcoming, loving congregation. Recently we 

also voted non-compliance to the Inquisition-like action of the St. Louis 
meeting. We want our brothers and sisters who are threatened by those 
rules to know they have a place with us. As far as we are concerned they 
are, like us: all God’s children. All right, does that ‘accepting’, with the love 
required to make it real, apply to one another? Realize, we are every one 
an individual, each with our own beliefs and attitudes. We’re not machine 
cut by God, all the same. We are individuals. As John Wesley expressed it, 
“If your heart is right as my heart, give me your right hand in fellowship.”

Look at  it another way. We are every one of us a sinner, called to become 
a saint, through Christ’s reconciling love. Sinners but loved sinners! 
The sinner part may tear us apart, but Christ’s outreaching love holds 
us together. If we don’t accept one another, how can we be genuine in 
accepting others? 

I’m not afraid to wear a crucifix. That witnesses to me that Christ with his 
arms outstretched on the cross shows God’s infinite love reaching out to 
embrace every one of his children, including even me. His self-giving love 
reconciles every one of us to him.. What a joy to realize God truly shows 
in Jesus his love for every one of us! Bob

Thoughts from Rev. Bob Farr
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Many people help to bring you Snack Chat each Sunday.  We want to 
publicly thank several who have contributed in the last few months: 
Duane Cakerice, Marjory Howe, Vicky Lynn, Mike Bowman, Megan 
Fairall, Fran Berger, Jodi Risdal and Alex Avery.  We also appreciate 
behind the counter helpers: Barbara and Bruce Munson, Lindy Good, 
Chris Anderson, Kitty Lamont, Ann and Jerry Sandine.  Special thanks 
to Tim Garner for the weekly supplies of brownies or chocolate chip 
cookies or snickerdoodles. And a very big THANK YOU to Mary Jo and 
Jon Banwart for cookies, muffins, and cinnamon rolls this spring and 
summer. Finally there are a few patrons who support us anonymously 
who we appreciate deeply.

We look forward to seeing all of you at Snack Chat in the future.  And 
we welcome any of your contributions (baked or help behind the 
counter).  

Mary Buck, Jane & John Jacobson  

Thank you!

Sign up to Help with Food at First
A free meal in Ames for anyone at all. You can share your time and talents 
while building a caring community. It's a lot of fun and really makes an 
impact in Ames. Consider signing up with a friend or family member and 
add to the fun! Sign up for a two hour shift at (3:30-5:30 p.m. or 5:30-
7:30 p.m.) on the 4th & 5th Fridays. Our next dates to volunteer: August 
22 & 29.

Sign up here:

https://doodle.com/poll/ftc4ecvaat77dd7v
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July Prayers
Prayers of Concern

• For Anna Blaedel, as she prepares for the preliminary hearing on July 
10 on charges made against her for being out, queer UMC clergy.

• Prayers that we confess to each other the harm we may have done, to 
ask for forgiveness, and to grant forgiveness.

• For people feeling sad and estranged.
• For our daughter, Emily, and son-in-law, Jordan Tanko, as they prepare 

to leave for the University of Iowa Hospitals on Wednesday to begin 
his month-long high dose chemo stay and stem cell transplant. Karla 
and Roger Drapal.

• For our nephew, Trevor, who will be having a heart valve replacement 
surgery on Tuesday, July 9, in Madison, Wisc. Barbara and Bruce 
Munson

• For the safety of everyone in all of the storms we are having.
• For Laura Shanks for the healing and health of her eye.
• For Sandy Stevenson’s daughter’s boyfriend’s mother who is dying 

of cancer, and for her friend’s mom who is in Mary Greeley with a 
serious infection.

• For the Rouse family who lost their 17 year old daughter on 7/13.
• Please pray for the high school mission trip team. They left on 

Saturday for their trip to North Carolina to help with hurricane 
Florence disaster relief.

• For the children and immigrants at the borders.
• For all those living in fear because of the ICE raids.
• For a member and their family as they transition the member into 

hospice care.
• For our service members especially for those in harms way.
• For Shawnda Suntken as her grandmother died on July 10 after a 

short battle with cancer.
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Prayers of Thanksgiving

• Thank you for God and animals like roly polies  Kelsey
• Thankful for our CUMC community! We’ll hold you in our hearts as we 

start our new life in Montana this week. Lavonne & Craig Ogilvie
• Safe travels for the Ogilvies as they start their next adventure in 

Bozeman, Montana!
• Thankful that everyone was safe during the blackout in NYC on 7/13.
• Best wishes to Sina and Sani as they have finished their PhD’s and are 

headed to Georgia.
• Ted Huiatt is grateful to be back in church after the accident and he is 

thankful for all the cards and visits while he was in the hospital.
• For Kevin & Veralynn celebrated their 50th anniversary on Friday.
• For safe travels for the 13 members of my family from 5 states and all 

the others on RAGBRAI.
• Samaritans are everywhere! Imam Abdullhi in Nigeria saved 262 

Christians in his mosque and home. Asking for blessings for him and 
all others who do likewise.
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Calendar of Events
Thursday, August 1, 2019
 
Friday, August 2, 2019

Saturday, August 3, 2019

Sunday, August 4, 2019
Nursery available  9:15 AM Nursery
Worship Service  9:30 AM Sanctuary
Kids Korner   9:45 AM

Monday, August 5, 2019
Reaching and Receiving 7:00 PM Library

Tuesday, August 6, 2019
Staff Meeting   9:30 AM 123

Wednesday, August 7, 2019
Library Team   9:00 AM Library
Men’s Coffee   9:30 AM Fireside
Clothing That Works Closet 2:00 PM ANX 308

Thursday, August 8, 2019
Western Property Team 7:00 PM ANX 202

Friday, August 9, 2019

Saturday, August 10, 2019

Sunday, August 11, 2019
Nursery available  9:15 AM Nursery
Worship Service  9:30 AM Sanctuary
Kids Korner   9:45 AM

Monday, August 12, 2019 
Office Volunteers  9:00 AM 123
Ministries Council  7:00 PM Fireside
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Tuesday, August 13, 2019
Staff Meeting   9:30 AM 123
Finance Meeting  7:00 PM 123

Wednesday, August 14, 2019
Library Team   9:00 AM Library
Men’s Coffee   9:30 AM Fireside
Clothing That Works Closet 2:00 PM ANX 308
Summer Book Club  6:30 PM Stomping Grounds

Thursday, August 15, 2019

Friday, August 16, 2019

Saturday, August 17, 2019
Intergenerational Local Service Trip

Sunday, August 18, 2019
Intergenerational Local Service Trip
Nursery available  9:15 AM Nursery
Worship Service  9:30 AM Sanctuary
Kids Korner   9:45 AM
Summer Funday School 10:30 AM Wesley Hall
Families Potluck  11:30 AM Wesley Hall
  
Monday, August 19, 2019
Office Volunteers  9:00 AM 123

Tuesday, August 20, 2019
Communicator Deadline
Staff Meeting   9:30 AM 123

Wednesday, August 21, 2019
Library Team   9:00 AM Library
Men’s Coffee   9:30 AM Fireside
Endowment Board Meeting 12:00 PM Fireside
Clothing That Works Closet 2:00 PM ANX 308

Thursday, August 22, 2019



22

Friday, August 23, 2019
Food at First   4:00 PM

Saturday, August 24, 2019

Sunday, August 25, 2019
Mission Sunday
Nursery available  9:15 AM Nursery
Worship Service  9:30 AM Sanctuary
Kids Korner   9:45 AM
Stockholder Brunch  10:30 AM Wesley Hall

Monday, August 26, 2019
Office Volunteers  9:00 AM 123
SOLOS    9:30 AM Fireside

Tuesday, August 27, 2019
Staff Meeting   9:30 AM 123

Wednesday, August 28, 2019
Library Team   9:00 AM Library
Men’s Coffee   9:30 AM Fireside
Clothing That Works Closet 2:00 PM ANX 308

Thursday, August 29, 2019

Friday, August 30, 2019
Wesley Blood Drive  10:00 AM Wesley Hall
Food at First   4:00 PM 

Saturday, August 31, 2019
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Collegiate United 
Methodist Church and 
Wesley Foundation 
welcomes and affirms all 
persons without regard to 
gender, ethnic background, 
sexual orientation, national 
origin, age, physical or 
mental ability, marital 
status, economic condition, 
or anything else which 
threatens to divide 
God’s family. 

You are welcome!

The purpose of C/W is  
to build an inclusive  
community that invites all 
people to experience God’s 
unconditional love, grow in 
faith, and serve others.

Printed on 100% 
recycled material.
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